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Aurubis builds facility to recycle more nickel and copper in 

Belgium 

» Strategic project for Aurubis to increase recycling capacity of the 

important industry metals nickel and copper 

» € 70 million investment at Aurubis site in Olen, Belgium 

» COO Heiko Arnold: “Another prime example of how Aurubis realizes 

synergies in its smelter network and contributes significantly to the 

European circular economy” 

» BOB (Bleed treatment Olen Beerse): State-of-the-art and energy-

efficient process to extract impurities from bleed (also known as 

electrolyte) and optimize material streams of nickel and copper  

 

Hamburg / Olen, February 16, 2022 – Today, Aurubis decided on the next project 

on the strategic agenda, an investment of € 70 million in the construction of a state-

of-the-art and energy-efficient bleed treatment facility at its Olen site. In a 

hydrometallurgical process, BOB will recover valuable metals such as nickel and 

copper contained in electrolyte streams that are generated in the tankhouses of the 

metal production at the Aurubis sites in Beerse and Olen (both in Belgium). The 

installation comprises a complete tankhouse purification system that is known as 

bleed treatment. Aurubis expects an EBITDA contribution of about € 15 million 

upon full operation of the new facility in fiscal year 2025/26. 

As a high-performance metal recycling site in the Aurubis smelter network, the 

plant in Olen processes, besides blister copper, up to 135,000 tons of multimetal 

recycling materials annually and produces copper cathodes via electro refinery as 

well as Aurubis Rod, Foxrod, and Bars and Profiles. The plant in Beerse processes 

more than 250,000 tons of complex recycling materials and operates a copper 

tankhouse. BOB is an important addition to the Belgian production cluster to 

extract nickel and copper from material flows as well as to remove impurities from 

the bleed.  

Aurubis COO Heiko Arnold underlines the strategic importance of the planned 

investment: “At Aurubis, we are aiming to expand our industry leadership in 

sustainability and continuously strive to use resources even more responsibly. With 

BOB, we are introducing an energy-efficient and fast process step that extracts 

nickel – an indispensable metal for lithium-ion batteries and thus an important 

component for the megatrend of e-mobility. The new facility in Belgium is another 

prime example of how Aurubis realizes synergies in its smelter network and 

contributes significantly to the European circular economy.” 

In the Aurubis smelter network, there are three other bleed treatment facilities in 

Hamburg, Lünen (both in Germany), and Pirdop (Bulgaria). With the additional 

facility in Olen, Aurubis will optimize the Group-wide material flow even further and 

become more efficient. “With this extensive bleed treatment capacity in Olen, we 

will optimally capture valuable metals in dynamic and continuously changing 

recycling markets and materials,” emphasizes Inge Hofkens, Managing Director of 

Aurubis Olen. “Integrating this state-of-the-art facility into our recycling processes 
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emphasizes Aurubis’ drive to become more sustainable and reach the goal of 

covering the full production cycle internally. Moreover, we are creating 35 new jobs 

in Olen, increasing the facility’s importance for the whole Group.” 

Detailed engineering and approval processes for BOB are currently underway. The 

start of construction for the facility is planned for September 2022. Commissioning 

of BOB is planned for summer 2024.  

 

 

Aurubis - Metals for Progress 

Aurubis AG is a leading global provider of non-ferrous metals and one of the largest copper 
recyclers worldwide. The company processes complex metal concentrates, scrap metals, 
organic and inorganic metal-bearing recycling materials, and industrial residues into metals 
of the highest quality. Aurubis produces more than 1 million tons of copper cathodes 
annually, and from them a variety of products such as wire rod, continuous cast shapes, 
profiles, and flat rolled products made of copper and copper alloys. Aurubis produces a 
number of other metals as well, including precious metals, selenium, lead, nickel, tin, and 
zinc. The portfolio also includes additional products such as sulfuric acid and iron silicate. 

Sustainability is a fundamental part of the Aurubis strategy. “Aurubis responsibly transforms 
raw materials into value” – following this maxim, the company integrates sustainable 
conduct and business activities into the corporate culture. This involves a careful approach 
to natural resources, responsible social and ecological conduct in everyday business, and 
sensible, healthy growth. 

Aurubis has about 7,200 employees, production sites in Europe and the US, and an 
extensive service and distribution system in Europe, Asia, and North America. 

Aurubis shares are part of the Prime Standard Segment of the German Stock Exchange and 
are listed in the MDAX and the Global Challenges Index (GCX). Further information at 
www.aurubis.com  
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